Delayed hypersensitivity reaction of the knee after injection of arthroscopy portals with bupivacaine (marcaine)
The number of arthroscopic procedures performed annually for the management of intraarticular injuries has grown at an exponential rate. Whether done with the patient under general anesthesia or local anesthesia supplemented with intravenous sedation, it is common practice to postoperatively inject each portal as well as the joint with a local anesthetic to provide pain relief in the transition to the recovery room and discharge after outpatient surgery. To our knowledge, no previous reports of localized urticaria and delayed hypersensitivity reaction have been reported in the postarthroscopy setting. We are reporting a case of delayed hypersensitivity reaction and urticaria of the knee that presented after bupivacaine (Marcaine) injection of arthroscopic portals after routine meniscectomy.